
 
 

Library Closed For 

Construction Move   
during August with our  

reopening expected on 

September 1 in our new 

Phase I facility as Phase II 

renovations proceed. 

 

Beaumont Library Is Now 115 Years Old— 
Founded Through A Public Vote In 1911 

We are currently closed to the public through August 31 while we clear 
out our old building and move furniture and equipment into our new 
Phase I addition.  The new space will open on September 1.   

Phase II will include renovating and updating what is the last remaining 
Carnegie library, and the oldest continuously operating public library 
from the same building, in Riverside County.  That work is expected to 
be completed by the end of the year. 

In the meantime, we now have the chance to look back at our history 
because Beaumont Library District was founded exactly 115 years ago 
this month!   
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Beaumont Library District was created by a public vote that took place 
on August 12, 1911.  According to a news article in The Gateway Gazette 
published on August 17: “Beaumont township was made a library district 
by a two-to-one vote the result being 59 for and 27 against.”   

The new institution was granted a 60-square-mile service area that 
included Beaumont (incorporated in 1912) and Cherry Valley.  Per the 
story, “Immediate steps will be taken to get a library underway.” 

A 3-member Library Board, comprised of Chester McNeil, President; 
William Baker, Secretary; and William White wasted no time in getting 
things organized, holding their first official meeting on August 30. 

By September, the Board had appointed Mrs. C.J. Miner as the District’s 
first Librarian at a salary of $25 per month.  It was reported in The 
Gateway Gazette that “the matter of literature for the reading room was 
taken up and order was placed for the following magazines and papers,” 
amongst them the Literary Digest, Scientific American, Cosmopolitan, 
Saturday Evening Post, the London News, and the Chicago Record-Herald. 

On Sunday, October 1, 1914, 
Beaumont Library opened in 
two rooms on the ground floor 
of the first Beaumont Bank 
building (shown at the right), 
rented for $125 a year.  It was 
located on the northeast corner 
of Fifth Street and California 
Avenue where the Pass Area 
Business Hub now stands. 

The 81 books in the original collection had been purchased by the 
Beaumont Woman’s Club, the group responsible for getting the Library 
founded.  Members also pushed to get a grant from Andrew Carnegie, 
who donated $10,000 in 1913 toward a permanent home for the Library.  
Property was acquired at the southeast corner of Eighth Street and 
California Avenue late that year. 



Construction of the new facility 
began in January 1914.  The 
photo on the left shows William 
Baker, Secretary of the Library 
Board, inspecting the progress 
of the work on the new building 
that spring. 

The new Carnegie Library opened 
to the public on June 16, 1914.  

The cost was $7,996 for the structure, plus $2,000 for furnishings.  
Some of the original chairs, tables, and other furniture have survived 
and are still in use 112 years later!   

Prior to the current project, there was only one major addition to the 
building, in 1965, when the population of the district was around 
6,000.  Our new expansion has doubled the Library’s size to serve 
today’s 70,000 residents! 

Following are some photos of the exterior of our new building.  If you 

want to see what is inside, please come by on September 1! 
 

The western 

façade of the 

expansion 

facing California 

Avenue (show 

below).       

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new south-facing entrance (above) will be accessible from the 

public bus stop, as well as the enlarged parking lot with entrances 

and exits from both Eighth Street and California Avenue.                    
 

Sign Up for Library Newsletter or Notices 
Get this newsletter by email at info@mybld.org or get our e-newsletter 
at www.mybld.org/subscribe-to-our-monthly-library-enewsletter. 
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Library Hours During Transition 

 

Saturday, August 1 through August 31—Closed 

(to furnish new addition & vacate old space for renovation) 

Tuesday, September 1—Grand Opening  

 

Bookmobile Stops 

 
Will return in September 
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